"You have to be your own doctor": sociocultural influences on alternative therapy use among gay men with AIDS in west Hollywood.
This article considers the use of alternative therapies by gay men with AIDS in West Hollywood, California. In all, 89 different alternative therapies for HIV and AIDS treatment were uncovered during the course of the study. In addition to the high number of alternative therapies, a majority of the men in the study (69.2 percent) were currently using some type of alternative treatment. Sociocultural influences on the use of alternative therapies are explored, including AIDS activism. Because most of the men (92 percent) also use Western medicine as well, the interface of these two types of treatments is also explored.